[The virulence factors of Mycobacterium tuberculosis: genetic control, new conceptions].
The problem of Mycobacterium tuberculosis virulence, together with drug resistance, is becoming key for the design of drugs with a new mechanism of action and the production of modern concepts and tuberculosis treatment schemes. The review describes gene complexes and their products, including mycolic acids and global regulatory systems at the level of transcriptional, translational, and post-translational modification, etc. The criteria for selection of virulence/pathogenicity factors that might be used for comparative genomic analysis of strains differing in the degree of virulence were recommended. The experimental approaches and test systems for an adequate estimation of the virulence degree of different strains of M. tuberculosis were analyzed.